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USD SOCIAL ISSUES CONFERENCE EXAMINES PEACE AND JUSTICE 
ACLU President to Present Keynote Address 
The president of the American Civil Liberties Union, Nadine Strossen, 
will present the luncheon keynote address for the 15th annual Social Issues Conference at 
the University of San Diego's Hahn University Center Forum Thursday, March 25, at 
12: 15 p.m. Other conference week speakers include acclaimed American Indian novelist, 
poet and film maker Alexie Sherman 
This year's conference, titled "Freedom in America? War, Peace and Justice," 
provides forums to discuss civil liberties, social justice and America's response to the 
current global climate. The conference and related talks are free and open to the public. 
The luncheon is $10. 
Strossen, elected in 1991 , became the first woman and the youngest person to 
ever lead the ACLU. A law professor at the City University of New York School of Law, 
Strossen is known for her staunch belief in the First Amendment right to free speech. 
Alexie Sherman, author, screenplay writer and award-winning film producer, 
presents the annual Dr. Judy Rauner lecture at 7 p.m., Thursday, March 25, in the Hahn 
University Center Forum. This event is free and open to the public. 
Sherman, a Spokane/Coeur d'Alene Indian, grew up on the Spokane Reservation 
in Washington. His latest book is a collection of short stories titled "Ten Little Indians." 
His first collection of poetry prompted the New York Times Book Review to describe him 
as "one of the major lyric voices of our time." He won the 1998 Sundance Film Festival 
5998 Alcala Park, San Diego, California 92110-2492 619/260-4682 
Audience Award and Filmmakers Trophy for "Smoke Signals," a film based on his book 
"The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven." 
The week of events begins Tuesday, March 23. A calendar of events follows: 
Tuesday, March 23 
"Poverty and the Quality of Life on the U.S.-Mexican Border" by Joan Anderson, 
USD professor of economics and past president of the Association for Borderland 
Studies, and James Gerber, SDSU Center for Latin American Studies. Reception follows . 
6 p.m., Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice Theatre. Free 
Wednesday, March 24 
"Confronting Issues of Race and Ethnicity in a Changing America." By David 
Abalos, professor ofreligious studies, Seton Hall University. 6 p.m., Degheri Alumni 
Center. Free. 
Thursday, March 25 
Social Issues Conference with workshops on a variety of subjects, including the U.S. 
Patriot Act, war and disarmament, U.S. immigration law, and the Living Wage proposals. 
Three session times are offered, with three different workshops at each session. 9:15 a.m., 
Hahn University Center. All workshops are free and open to the public. Reservations 
required. 
Luncheon Keynote Address by Nadine Strossen. 12:15 p.m., Hahn University Center. 
$10. Reservations required. 
Dr. Judy Rauner lecture by Sherman Alexie. 7 p.m., Hahn Universiy Center. Free. 
Friday, March 25 
"Yerma," by Federico Garcia Lorca. Sneak preview of the USD Theatre Arts 
production. Performed in English with some Spanish, the play depicts a young wife in an 
oppressive situation. 7 p.m., Camino Hall, room 102. Seating is limited. Reservations 
required. Free 
For information and registration, call (619) 260-4798 or visit 
http://www.sandiego.edu/csl. 
The University of San Diego is a Catholic institution of higher learning chartered 
in 1949; the school enrolls nearly 7,000 students and is known for its commitment to 
teaching, the liberal arts, the formation of values and community service. The 
establishment of the Joan B. Kroc School of Peace Studies will bring the University's 
total number of schools and colleges to six. Other academic divisions include the 
College of Arts and Sciences and the schools of Business Administration, Education, 
Law, and Nursing and Health Science. 
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